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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). On this rollcall, 422
Members have recorded their presence
by electronic device, a quorum.

Under the rule, further proceedings
under the call are dispensed with.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2356, BIPARTISAN CAM-
PAIGN REFORM ACT OF 2001

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. REYNOLDS)
has 1 minute remaining on debate on
the rule.

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the time is here. We are
going to have a vote on this rule. This
is a fair rule. It allows for full debate
on Shays-Meehan, along with the 14
changes the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. SHAYS) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MEE-
HAN) want to make to their own bill. It
provides an opportunity for an amend-
ment of the Ney-Wynn bill, the Doo-
little bill and the Linder bill, along
with numerous other amendments of
Members who appeared before the Com-
mittee on Rules.

It is a fair rule, one that allows for a
full, balanced debate on this very im-
portant legislation. This will bring

about, once and for all, a great debate,
a debate that the entire House can par-
ticipate in. The rule that is provided
before us, if it is voted up, we have the
debate; if it is voted down, it is for
those who opposed it to live for an-
other day to demagogue it, rather than
vote on it.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
the 2000 presidential election may well be re-
membered for ‘‘hanging chads’’ and other evi-
dence of the imperfections in our electoral
system. The right to vote is our most precious
freedom. We cannot afford to have a repeat of
last fall’s problems.

The 2000 presidential election, therefore,
should direct our attention once again to the
need for campaign and electoral reform. Both
political parties are motivated to address the
issue in this 107th session of the Congress. I
have already cosponsored legislation to pro-
vide states with the tools they need to ensure
uniformity and improve voter accuracy and ac-
cess. We must be careful, however, not to let
our efforts to achieve voting reform mask the
critical problem with our electoral process—the
uncontrolled and pernicious influence of big
money on the outcome of our elections. So,
today, I rise in strong support of the Shays-
Meehan legislation, which will help fix many of
our system’s problems.

It is time for Congress to enact campaign fi-
nance reform because quite frankly, Mr.
Speaker, our federal campaign finance system
is broken. Last year, both parties spent un-
precedented amounts in soft money for a new
record in the campaigns for control of the
White House and Congress.

New Mexicans—like all Americans—are jus-
tifiably appalled by the fact that the amount of
money spent in elections has increased expo-
nentially with no end in sight. The Democratic
and Republican national party committees
raised a record $463 million in soft money
from January 1, 1999 through December 31,
2000, according to a Common Cause analysis
released in February. The amount raised dur-
ing this past election cycle was nearly double
the $235.9 million raised during the 1995–
1996 election cycle. We must take action now.

In the 106th Congress, and again in the
107th, I was elected by my colleagues to take
a leadership role on the issue of campaign fi-
nance reform in the House of Representatives.
In September 1999, I helped floor manage the
House’s passage of the Shays-Meehan legis-
lation which would have closed some of the
worst loopholes in the campaign finance laws.
However, this bill never became law because
of the opposition of a single Senator.

In spite of this setback, a bipartisan group,
led by JOHN MCCAIN and RUSSELL FEINGOLD,
have passed their legislation in the other body.
It is my hope that, this year, the House will fol-
low suit, and pass meaningful campaign fi-
nance reform legislation and that the President
will sign it into law.

Current law authorizes contributions by indi-
viduals of up to $1,000 per candidate per elec-
tion and up to $5,000 per Political Action
Committee (PAC) per election. Corporations
and unions are prohibited from making any
contributions to candidates or their campaigns.

Nevertheless, individuals, unions, and cor-
porations give contributions of hundreds of
thousands of dollars, indeed, millions to cam-
paigns as so-called ‘‘soft’’ money to the polit-
ical parties themselves. The soft money loop-

hole is based on the fiction that a contribution
to the Democratic party or the Republican
party is different in reality from a contribution
to the party’s candidates. It is fiction because
parties spend most of the contributions on tel-
evision campaigns and those campaigns have
one goal—electing candidates. Banning un-
regulated, unlimited contributions to parties is
the core of campaign finance reform.

Campaign finance reform is vital to every
other piece of legislation that Congress con-
siders. From the very real need for a patients
bill of rights to the acute need for a com-
prehensive national energy policy, to the need
for a Medicare prescription drug benefit to
education reform, the people’s voices should
be heard and not drowned out by big money.
Vested interests have too often been able to
exert influence in Congress and White House
through the soft money loophole.

Mr. Speaker, campaign finance reform is the
most important step Congress can take to re-
store citizens’ belief in our democratic proc-
ess. What better motivation for reform than the
egregious excesses of the 2000 election—
both in voter access and in campaign con-
tributions? We must act before the 2002 elec-
tion, before the abuses of the electoral proc-
ess have so distorted the democratic ideal that
we are no longer truly a ‘‘government of the
people, by the people and for the people.’’

I urge my colleagues to vote for this bill.
The time is now for real campaign finance re-
form. Passage of the Shays-Meehan legisla-
tion is the only true way to achieve that goal.

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, I am outraged
by the unprecedented rule that has been de-
veloped for consideration of the Shays-Mee-
han campaign finance reform legislation. I
have never before seen a rule that divides a
Manager’s Amendment into 14 separate provi-
sions and requires each of them to be passed
individually. The Republican Leadership has
really outdone themselves this time in finding
new and creative ways to thwart the will of the
American people.

Since first being elected to office, I have
strongly supported meaningful campaign fi-
nance reform. I was so hopeful last year when
the House passed Shays-Meehan by an over-
whelming vote—only to see it die in the Sen-
ate.

This year, we were hopeful again. The Sen-
ate has passed McCain-Feingold. The House
Leadership committed to allowing a vote on
Shays-Meehan.

But the Republican Leadership is still trying
to pull the rug from under reform again. The
Republican Leadership’s rule is designed to
make it as difficult as possible for Shays-Mee-
han to pass in the form its sponsors rec-
ommend.

If the Rule is defeated, as I believe it should
be, the Leadership should rest assured that
supporters of campaign finance reform will not
go quietly. The American people have said
time and again that they want to see our cam-
paign finance system cleaned up in a mean-
ingful way. Defeating this rule will not defeat
this issue. We will be back, and Shays-Mee-
han will ultimately pass this body.

Americans have lost all confidence in the
campaign finance system. Rules like this may
cause them to lose all confidence in the U.S.
Congress. I urge my colleagues to defeat this
rule and to demand that Shays-Meehan be
brought back under a fair rule so that we can
do the will of the American people and start
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